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Role of religious education in environmental protection
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Certainly, having a healthy environment is one of the most important
gifts of God and it is an important right of human that has been noticed
especially in recent years. In pre-modern era, environmental protection
problem was not considered as an important issue, because, there was not
any serious problem. Industrial revolution made huge changes in human
life. The new economics emphasized on an especially concept of progress
that destroyed the nature. Environmental degradation in these two recent
centuries is a real tragedy that has not been happened in duration of

human history on the earth.

Since three decades ago, the world has attended to the request of
some scientists and philosophers who alarm the problem of environmental
degradation and natural resource depletion. It has been produced more
than 230 international environmental declarations. Somebody talk about an
environmental revolution _ after industrial revolution _ and occasionally we
heard a new declaration about essentiality of environmental protection and

avoiding from its degradation. But what has happened? Poverty is
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increasing and economic development with environmental degradation
consider as the cheapest way for economic progress yet. North countries
accuse south countries that they are destroying environment by much
exploitations of it, and south countries accuse north countries that they are

destroying environment by polluting it.

What is problem? Why all efforts were unsuccessfully and the future is
not clear? Today, all talk about intergeneration and in generation justice,
but there is no sufficient solution for it. We think that they do not determine
the main problem yet, so their solution is unsuccessful. When a person is
sick, we should determine the cause of sickness, not only attention to the
ache and reduce it. Today, most people think that the main problem is only
an environmental or developmental problem and want to solve it by such a
solution. But these unsuitable environmental and developmental policies
only act on effects, not on the cause; and it seems that we need to find

another solution.

Now, | want to talk about an Islamic approach that may be found in
other religions too. Of course, | could present an Islamic solution in effects
area, for example | could explain that Islam have some recommendation
about environment protection and sustainable development such as it
forbid ravishment and prodigality, or it contain some rules and laws for
environmental management such as “Anfaal” and “Zakaat”, but these are
not my purpose of this speech; | want to speak about its special solution of

this problem that prevent from causes.

In Islamic and all theist belief, the relationship between human and the

nature should be considered as a matter of the relationship of human with



God. There is a triangle: God, Nature, and Human, and each of them has
its right meaning, only if considered with the others. Human, in religious
thinking, has a very excellent position, as in modern era, but it differs from
modern thought in certain and important ways. Islam emphasize that both
human and the nature has been created by One God, so the human, first of
all, has a responsibility toward his god, both for his behavior with other
persons, and for his dealing with the nature. God gave human the
opportunity and ability of using and enjoying from the benefits of the nature,
but He also made him responsible about this using. Our prophet, Hazrate
Mohammad, (God blessing him) said: "slall 5 gladl ge As (5 suua KK “you
are all responsible even about the hills and the animals.” Fourth Imam of
Shiite, imam Sajjad, the son of the imam Hussein, wrote a treatise about
human rights and duties, by the name of “the treatise of rights” (Resalat ul-
Hoqouq) and he spoke not only about human rights to each other, but also
the rights of animals and planets and all the natural world. Because of
these teachings In Islamic civilization in last centuries, we never see such

environmental degradation.

But in modern world and sometimes by the name of humanism, people
denied the God’s role in human life, and destroyed that triangle of God,
human and nature. The only thing that remained was, first, an alone
individualist and selfish human and his wishing to do everything that he
wants; and second, a defenseless nature that human wished and wanted to
rule over it and use it unresponsively. Such a man only saw his utility, and
this is the problem that continues yet. This human denies God in his living
and think about death as the final of him, so he thinks with himself why

should | respect the other generations and protect environment for them?



Why do not deplete it as much as possible and why should | consider
anything other than my utility? The result of this method of thinking affected
on economical system and produced Capitalism that its main purpose is

the increasing of utilities.

In such an area, world society recommend at agenda 21 in Rio or at
world summit on sustainable development in Johannesburg that all
countries should do so and so, but every nation thinks by itself that if | want
to do so, | would remain behind other countries and | will be annihilated, so
if | want to protect myself in this competitive world, | should not pay
attention to those recommendations except in international conferences (!)

and | should overlook what | do in environmental depletion.

Nowadays, USA is the one of the largest economical power in the
world, and also is the first producer of pollutions. China tried to reach to the
position of an important economical power, now; it also seems to reach to
the second producer of pollutions. Rio conference recommends that
developed countries should help underdeveloped countries by various aids.
But what happened in reality were loans with more benefits that now the
undeveloped countries should destroyed their resources more, because
they should give back their loan and its benefit more than what they had

spent.

Nowadays, our need to spiritual and theistic revolution is more
important than an environmental revolution or a green movement. Of
course, | do not want to say that we don’t need environmental solutions;
surely we need them. | want to say we also need something which could

support our decisions and it is a religious and theistic thought .we should



increase theism in the entire world. We must believe in environmental
protection and remember that belief is much important than law. Our
education should come back to a religious and theological approach and to
leave its secular situation. We should believe that God has created both us
and the nature, so the nature reacts to our doing, and the world system is a
moral system; | mean if we do good acts, the nature will be companion with
us; and if we do bad acts, the nature will oppose us. If we do believe in God
again and we accept our responsibilities towards our God, the natural world
will be safe and will give us its new gifts. In Holy Quran, God says:

«ua ) 5 elandl (o IS 53 agile Linil | @) 5 ) giale oAl Ja) () sl sy
“If the people had believed (in God) and guarded (against evil) we would

certainly have opened up for them blessing from the Heaven.”(a’araaf, 96)

We have had a revolution in Iran in 1979. Our revolution is more cultural
than political revolution. We have tried to change thinking about human and
world and to believe real responsibilities about each; and we wish that it
comes the day that this belief inspire the entire world and solve not only our
environmental problems but also all of our problems that happened

because of that wrong thought of this human that denies his God.
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